Successful thrombolysis in massive pulmonary embolism with right ventricular thrombus.
Systemic thrombolytic therapy for pulmonary embolism (PAE) is an established and common procedure. Due to increased risk, however, it is not much used in pulmonary embolism combined with thrombotic mass in the right ventricle. We applied it in a 59-year-old male patient with small intracardiac thrombus in the right ventricle (diameter = 1 cm) and peripheral pulmonary embolism whose diagnosis was obtained with transthoracal echocardiography (TTE) and helix lung CT. Twelve hours after thrombolytic treatment, helix lung CT scan showed a reduction in the size of the pulmonary embolism and no thrombotic masses in the right ventricle. In this patient with a small cardiac thrombus and rather peripheral pulmonary emboli, a systemic thrombolytic therapy proved to be effective and safe.